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   SORRENTO FC CODE OF CONDUCT
	  





All players, parents, spectators, officials, managers and coaches have an important part to play in upholding high standards of behaviour both on and off the pitch at Sorrento FC. Each individual has a responsibility to promote these high standards to ensure the continued enjoyment of the game by all involved, and ultimately the success of the Club. 

Sorrento FC expects all those involved in Club activities to adhere to the following Codes of Conduct which are based on guidelines provided by the Football Federation of Australia.

Player Code of Conduct
· Adhere to the principles of fair play and always play by the rules, respecting the traditions of the game and the spirit of competition. 
· Respect the rights and dignity of every person including teammates, opponents, coaches and officials and never engage in behaviour that abuses, provokes, harasses or devalues others. 
· Always play to the best of their abilities. 
· Never engage in inappropriate conduct including the use of offensive language and gestures that are demeaning to others. 
· Never argue with coaches, referees, or match officials. Respect their decisions.
· Be punctual and prepared for training and matches.
· Care for the equipment and facilities made available during training and competition. 

Players must understand that if they do not follow this Code, any or all of the
following actions may be taken by the Club or competition administrator.

Players may: 
• Be required to apologise to team-mates, the other team, and/or the referee. 
• Receive a formal warning from the coach or the club committee. 
• Be dropped or substituted. 
• Be suspended from training. 
• Be required to leave the club.


Coach Code of Conduct
· Respect the rights and dignity of every person regardless of gender, race ethnicity or sexual orientation. 
· Promote a safe and inclusive environment, in which every person is protected and free from discrimination, harassment and abuse.  
· Remember that players, including children, participate for pleasure and that
· winning is only part of their motivation.
· Be fair, considerate, and honest with all players.
· Never ridicule or yell at a player for making a mistake.
· Focus on player effort and performance, not talent or score.
· Avoid overplaying the more advanced players. All players need and deserve opportunity to develop.
· Group players to ensure that training loads are reasonable. 
· Take long-term approaches in each player’s development.
· Be aware of issues regarding the growth and development of children and be  reasonable in demands on young players’ time, energy and enthusiasm.
· Follow the advice of a physician when determining when an injured player is ready to recommence training or playing.
· Keep up to date with the latest coaching practices and principles.
· Respect match officials, referees and rules of the game 
· Teach players to follow the rules, to respect officials and opponents.
· Report immediately to the Member Protection Officer any complaints that you receive regarding yourself, another coach or team manager.
· Be aware of your responsibility in terms of data protection and confidentiality.
· Ensure that all equipment and activities meet safety standards and are appropriate to the age and abilities of every person. 
· Promote the principles of fair play and discourage foul play and/or unsportsmanlike behaviour. 
· Maintain respectful and appropriate relationships with every person, especially to participants to which you owe a duty of care. 
· Ensure coaching qualifications are up to date and accredited by the appropriate sporting body. 
· Follow the guidelines and rules set down by the club and governing body.
· Call out and refer to club authorities all acts of unethical behavior, whether from players, officials, parents, or spectators. 
· At all times act as a role model for others, displaying high standards of good sporting behaviour

Failure to comply with this Code, may jeopardise a coach’s position at Sorrento FC.

Parents and Spectators Code of Conduct
Supporting the player and their team shall always be done in a positive way to
provide a safe environment and ensure enjoyment for everyone involved.

• Remember that children and players participate in sport for their own enjoyment, not that of their parents or spectators.
• Encourage players to participate, do not force them.
• Focus on the player’s efforts and performance rather than whether they win or
lose.
• Encourage players to play according to the rules and to settle disagreements
without resorting to hostility or violence.
• Never ridicule or yell at a player for making a mistake or losing a competition,
either during or after a game. 
• Refrain from coaching form the sideline – the only directions coming form the sideline should be from the coach.
• Remember that children learn best by example. Appreciate good performance
and skilful plays by all participants.
• Support all efforts to remove verbal and physical abuse from sporting activities.
• Respect officials’ decisions and teach children to do likewise. Never approach an official (including referee) unless invited to do so.
• Refrain from crude, foul, derogatory, offensive, or abusive language.
• Show appreciation for volunteers, coaches, officials, and administrators.
• Respect the rights, dignity, and worth of every person regardless of their gender,
ability, cultural background or religion.
• Discuss any concerns with the Member Protection Officer about my child’s welfare and development

If a parent or spectator does not follow the Code, any or all of the following actions may be taken by the Club or competition administrator.

A parent or spectator may:
• Be required to apologise to other parents or spectators, the other team, and/or
the referee.
• Receive a formal warning from the club committee. 
• Be suspended from attending matches.
• Have the registration of their child, or the player they are affiliated with, cancelled.
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